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WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHIES TO THE FOLLOWING FBC FAMILY MEMBERS

- the family of Randy Newton (Laura’s husband) whose father and brother passed away in December

- the family of James Jackson (Alice Miller’s father) whose father passed away in December

- the family of Betty Bridges (Tarra Sims’ grandmother) who passed away on January 14

- the family of Billy Dwayne “Pete” Keel (Homer Keel’s brother) who passed away on January 15
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 Our oldest son, Eli, is now at the age 
where we are consistently reminding 
him of self control. By no means do we 
have this whole parenting thing figured 
out, but for us, when faced with the in-
herent human nature to be selfish, we 
try our hardest to patiently talk with 
our children about thinking about other 
people first.  When things don’t go their 
way and they want to start a downward 
spiral of “poor pitiful me,” we talk about 
not letting one little thing derail an en-
tire day. I’m sure many of you seasoned 
parents out there could maybe give help-
ful tips to us for hours, but for us, this is 
the path we are trying to walk these days 
with our kids.
   One of the most interesting things 
about raising your children is seeing 
your own natural tendencies played out 
in the personalities of your children. As 
I try to consistently teach Eli, I’m also 
consistently trying to teach myself, be-
cause I struggle with the same things. It’s 
not like now that I’m an adult, I’m au-
tomatically not selfish any more. Quite 
the opposite. I think many of us may be 
MORE selfish now that we are adults. I 
remind myself when something throws 
a wrench in my plans for the day to not 
let it derail my entire day. I have been 
consistently reminded of 2 Corinthians 
10:5 lately:  “ ... and we take captive every 
thought to make it obedient to Christ.”
   It should come as no surprise to us 
that in the verse previous, Paul is talk-
ing about the weapons we fight with and 
how they “...have divine power to de-
molish strongholds.” Many of our battles 
with the devil are in that space between 
our two ears. We can control our minds. 
We must commit our  minds to the Lord 
and submit to His will. When I want to 
be selfish, I have to remind myself of 
the needs of others. When I want to be 
“poor pitiful me,” I must remind myself 
of the great price my Savior paid to ran-
som me from sin, death, and the grave. 
When I want to wallow in self-pity, I 
must remind myself of a higher calling.  
I must be disciplined in my thought life 
just as much as anything else. It is then 
that my eyes will truly be opened to the 
tasks before me and be more sensitive to 
the needs of others.

In the New Testament Jesus spoke 
of a spiritual harvest waiting to 
be reaped. As Jesus traveled, “he 
saw the crowds, and he had com-
passion for them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd. Then 
he said to his disciples, ‘The har-
vest is plentiful, but the laborers 
are few; therefore, pray earnestly 
to the Lord of the harvest to send 
out laborers into his harvest.’” 
Here, Jesus referred to the many 
souls needing to be brought to 
repentance and faith as a harvest 
waiting to be realized. There is a 
harvest waiting to be realized in 
Milan, TN. In our homes, in our 
neighborhoods, at work and at 
school.

We are having a Harvest Day on 
Sunday, February 11. Dr. Roc Col-
lins will be our guest preacher. 
Dr. Collins is a former president 
of the Tennessee Baptist Mission 
Board and former pastor of Indian 
Springs Baptist Church in King-
sport, TN. He presently serves as 
the director of evangelism for the 
Tennessee Baptist Mission Board. 

Will you join me in praying that 
many will  come to faith in Christ 
and do your best to invite as many 
as you can to church that day? 
They will hear the Gospel in power 
and simplicity!

Tarra Sims has done an outstand-
ing job as our interim Director of 
Children! Her last day will be Jan-
uary 28. Thank you so much Tarra 
for your love for our children at 
FBC and for your diligence and 
thoroughness in the ministry you 
discharged. You were nothing less 
than an incredible blessing for the 
whole body of FBC!!

Proud to be your pastor!

   I could sit and chat with you for hours 
about what the Lord has taught me over 
the past eighteen months. We serve a 
faithful God that is true to His word and 
His promises. I feel like I wouldn’t be 
faithful to His calling if I didn’t finish 
this position by sharing my heart a little. 
So, what I share with you now, is for us, 
the church...
   One of the main things God has taught 
me during this season of life is that wor-
ship is more than singing a few songs on 
Sunday morning. There were many Sun-
days over the past year and a half that I 
never made it into the auditorium for a 
service, yet, I left with my heart full be-
cause I had worshipped our Savior that 
day. You see, God has shown me that wor-
ship is something totally different than 
what we often think it is. We were put on 
this earth for one simple reason and that 
is to glorify God. As the body of Christ, 
we can glorify God through worship  
whether we are serving as an usher, be-
hind  a sound board or computer screen 
making sure the service is just as it should 
be, sitting on the floor playing with a baby 
in the nursery or in those comfy chairs in 
the Worship Center hearing a sermon. 
We need not limit our time of worship to 
Sunday mornings behind certain walls. 
Romans 12:1 says, “Therefore, brothers, 
by the mercies of God, I urge you to pres-
ent your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and pleasing to God, this is your spiri-
tual act of worship.” My prayer for us as 
a church is that we will worship our Lord 
and Savior in every facet of life that He 
has placed us.  May our lives truly be a 
spiritual act of worship.
   It has been a blessing to serve along side 
some of the best volunteers and group 
of kids on this planet. God is raising up 
a generation of children that are chasing 
after His heart. He is moving among our 
children and I am so blessed to have been 
a part of this great stirring. It overwhelms 
me at times to see their love for and wis-
dom of our Savior. Our children truly see 
the simplicity of faith.
   Isaiah 43:19 says, “Look, I am about to 
do something new; even now it is coming. 
Do you not see it? Indeed, I will make a 
way in the wilderness, rivers in the des-
ert.”
   I can’t think of a more fitting verse for 
our Children’s Ministry than this one. I 
am excited to see the work that will be 
done in and through our church body 
with Kryn’s leadership. She has a beau-
tiful heart for children and the Lord. I 
know great days are ahead!

Thank you Mary Jane Floyd for loving 
and leading our youth. Your heart and 
love for our students is so evident. We 
will miss you greatly but know you are 
being led to a different chapter in your 
walk with the Lord.

• Because of the weather we had to 
postpone our first week of SNL, so to 
get back on schedule, on week 3 (Feb-
ruary 4) Super Bowl Sunday, we’ll all 
meet in the Sanctuary at 4:00pm and 
Bro. Randy will lead and we’ll dismiss 
to go to our class fellowship parties to 
enjoy the Super Bowl.
• THANKFUL for all those that gave 
to help our students attend Strength to 
Stand. We as students and leaders are 
blessed beyond measure with your love 
and support.

• Operation Houston - June 25-30 - for 
students who will have completed 6-12th 
grade. Sign up starts soon. I need you 
to mark your calendar and pray and 
see about joining us.  I’ll need adults to 
help too. We will be working on homes.

•  Thankful for our current Wednesday 
Bible study leaders ( Suzanne Bonds, 
Bill Anderson and Chad Butler). We are 
SO blessed by our leaders. It’s still not 
TOO late to join us at 6:00pm.

• STUDENTS... please join us on 
Wednesday nights at 6:00pm for Wor-
ship and Fellowship.

•SNL Students... 5:00pm Sunday nights 
at Dan and Jennifer Yates. Mitch Sims 
will be our leader. Invite a friend!

•STUDENT SUPER BOWL - Sunday 
night, February 4, up in the Warehouse.

Thankful for my church family and 
your prayers and support. I DO NOT 
take it for granted or lightly... I am 
sooooo BLESSED.
                       
  Love you,

  Bro Bill

“Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting 
consolation and good hope by grace, comfort your hearts and establish you in every good word and work.”  

  (2 Thess. 2:16-17)

t a r r a @ f b c m i l a n . o r g

 CHILDREN’S CHATTER   CLARK’S CONTEMPLATIONS STUDENT CORNER



 
THE EQUIPPED SAMARITAN

   In the story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37), Jesus told of a traveler on the Jericho Road who was beaten and robbed. Th e robbers left  him for 
dead.
   Among the passersby who saw the severely injured man were a Priest, a Levite, and a Samaritan. Perhaps the fi rst two thought the First Century equiva-
lent of “I’m not on the Emergency Response Team” or “Th is is not in the Temple [church], so it’s out of my area.” More likely, they didn’t want to contami-
nate themselves if the man happened to be dead or died while they were treating him, since this would make them ceremonially unclean and they’d have 
to take time off  from serving in the Temple.
   On the other hand, maybe they were simply not equipped to handle this emergency. Th e Samaritan not only had compassion and was not fearful of be-
ing unclean (while he was in Judea, he was already considered unclean), but he was equipped. He had a staff  and cords for splinting a broken limb, wine 
for cleaning and disinfecting wounds, oil for soothing and sealing them, and clean cloth for bandaging them. He also had a donkey for transporting the 
victim to the nearest inn.

He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. ~ Luke 10:34

C Whenever there is snow covering the ground with its white blanket, I 
am so heart-stricken with praise and laud as I remember my experience of 
Jesus’ blood covering my sins and washing me ‘whiter than snow’!!! Th ank 
you, God, for blessing us with your ‘snow’. What a heavenly thought.

C Ladies, as you make new choices to serve God more through Church 
Ministries, WMU invites you who desire to participate in mission proj-
ects initiated by WMU Mission Study groups to come now and surrender 
your spiritual Gift s to serving God through serving others with your own 
unique talents.

C Mission project this month is pointed and focused to loving and serv-
ing church family home bound members.  We welcome your ideas and tal-
ents in this special ministry of FBC.

February Meeting Dates: 
Feb. 12:  6:30pm-FBC Conference Room
Feb. 13:  10:00am-FBC Room#101

C We prayerfully welcome Kryn Bradley as she joins our Children’s 
Ministry here, and we look forward to hearing more about her vision for 
the Children’s Ministry Outreach in our church and community.  Wel-
come with LOVE, from WMU!!!

C Registration open through Feb. 20 for the TN State WMU Missions 
Get-Together/Connection in Gatlinburg.  (*March 16-18/ *Cost is $65/
person)  -- THEME:  ‘Stand Firm’ - Galatians 5:1a
Pray for a bus driver!  Th anks! 

WOMEN’S MISSIONS
UPDATELIFT WOMEN’S MINISTRY

“� e too-idle and the too-busy 
need to take time for meditation 

and quiet repose in prayer to God.  
� ey need time to cultivate their 

souls so that in turn they may 
cultivate others’ lives.” 

~Billy Graham

* If you would like to receive mes-
sages about our LIFT Ministry 
events and activities, just text 

@ac4a48 to 81010.  
For inquiries, please send an 

email to fb cmilanlift @gmail.com.

 

 Th e FBC Golden Agers met for 
their regular monthly meeting 
on January 11.  Jessica Nelson 
presented the program on the 
benefi ts of essential oils, and a de-
licious lunch of soups and sand-
wiches followed.

Several people have signed up 
for the tour of WBBJ studios and 
lunch at the Old Country Store on 
February 15.

Th e meeting in February has 
been moved up to Monday, Feb-
ruary 5, in order to host the West 
Tennessee Ministers of Music for 
our program.  We will meet at 
10:30a.m. in the worship center, 
then have our meal in the FLC.  
Th e menu for February is chili 
and casseroles.  We hope that all 
who can will come and join us.

Welcome him in the Lord with great  j oy...! ”   Phil.  2:29

D.J. and SHERA CULP (with Noah)

by Statement
DECEMBER 31, 2017

FBC SECURITY TEAM

GOLDEN AGERS

WE  R E J O I C E  W I T H  T HO S E  WHO  R E C EN T LY  MAD E  D E C I S I O N S :



  

L E A D E R S H I P  T E A M
BRO. RANDY PATE - SENIOR PASTOR
Tarra Sims - Interim Director of ChildrenTarra Sims - Interim Director of Children
Austin Clark - Minister of Music / Discipleship / Recreation
Bill Kisner - Minister to Students / Small Groups / Senior Adults

June Belew - Administrative Assistant / Human Resources
Susie Gonzales  -  Maintenance 
Dana Holden- Administrative Assistant / Finance
Keith Morrison  -  Maintenance Supervisor
Meagan Mullikin - Administrative Assistant / Sr. Pastor & Students
Anita Wallace - Administrative Assistant / Office Manager

F I R S T   B A P T I S T   C H U R C H
2000 South Second Street

 Milan TN  38358
(www.fbcmilan.org)

Office:  731-686-3385
Prayer Line:  731-686-3353

W O R S H I P   W I T H   U S
S U N D A Y

9:00 a.m. - Bible Study
10:15 a.m. - Morning Worship
6:00 p.m. - Evening Worship

W E D N E S D A Y
6:15 p.m. - Mission Friends,
 KAMOTION, KAOSS, Youth

      6:30 p.m. - Bible Study & Prayer

FIRST FAMILY CONNECTION (USPS 780540) is pub-
lished monthly by First Baptist Church, Milan. Sec-
ond Class postage paid at Milan, TN.  Postmaster:  
send change of address to First Baptist Church, 2000 
South Second Street, Milan, TN  38358.

2018
FEBRUARY

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Th ursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4
(4:00PM) Sunday Night Life, 
Session #3

5
(10:30AM)
Golden Agers Program

(7:00PM) Men’s Prayer

6
(6:30PM) Ladies Prayer

7
(10:00AM) Golden Agers Pro-
gram Team

(7:05PM) Deacons’ meeting

8 9 10

11
(10:15AM) ‘Harvest Day’ with    
Dr. Roc Collins

(5:15PM) Sunday Night Life

12
(6:30PM)
Myrtice Owens Mission 
Group

13
(10:00AM) Mann/Harper 
Mission Group

14 15

(10:00aM) Golden 
Agers touring WBBJ & 
lunch at Old Country 
Store

16 17

18

(5:15PM) Sunday Night Life

19 20 21
(5:15PM) Stewardship Team

22 23 24

25

(5:15PM) Sunday Night Life

26 27 28

  OP P ORTU N IT I ES
TO

P LU G
IN 

WELCOME DESK  (Austin Clark)
GREETERS  (Anita Wallace)

VAN DRIVERS  (Anita Wallace)
SECURITY PATROL  (Anita Wallace)

SNL HOST HOMES  (Bill Kisner)
SNL FOOD PLANNERS  (Bill Kisner)
SNL CHILDCARE HELP  (Tarra Sims)

1ST & 2ND GRADE BIBLE DRILL WORKERS  (Tarra Sims)
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL HELP  (Tarra Sims)

YOUTH EVENT CHAPERONES  (Bill Kisner)
YOUTH SMALL GROUP LEADERS (Bill Kisner)

NURSERY WORKERS  (Tarra Sims) 
WORSHIP CHOIR or PRAISE BAND  (Austin Clark)

SPECIAL NEEDS MINISTRY (Austin Clark)

FIRST FAMILY CONNECTION (USPS 780540) is pub-
lished monthly by First Baptist Church, Milan. Sec-
ond Class postage paid at Milan, TN.  Postmaster:  
send change of address to First Baptist Church, 2000 
South Second Street, Milan, TN  38358.

“INVESTING IN ETERNITY”
$ 1,513,291.08  -  Pledges to Date

$ 1,898,632.54 - Given to Date 

DECEMBER 17,  2017 RECEIPTS
BUDGET RECEIPTS $ 24,270.00
“Investing in Eternity”  $   1,795.00

DECEMBER 24,  2017 RECEIPTS
BUDGET RECEIPTS $  41,815.11
“Investing in Eternity” $   1,750.00

DECEMBER 31,  2017 RECEIPTS
BUDGET RECEIPTS $ 45,676.64
“Investing in Eternity” $   2,900.00

JANUARY 7  2017 RECEIPTS
BUDGET RECEIPTS $ 17,982.05
“Investing in Eternity”  $   1,240.00

JANUARY 14,  2017 RECEIPTS
BUDGET RECEIPTS $  1,110.00
“Investing in Eternity”  $  -

OUR SUNDAY MORNING 
WORSHIP SERVICES  ARE 

AVAILABLE ON-LINE EACH 
WEEK VIA VIMEO AND ARE 
LINKED TO OUR TWITTER 
AND FACEBOOK PAGES, AS 
WELL AS ON OUR WEBSITE, 

www.fb cmilan.org. 
YOU MAY ALSO PURCHASE A 
DVD OR CD IN THE CHURCH 

OFFICE.

VAN DRIVER
FEBRUARY 2018

JEFF SANDERS
414-2680


